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PRESS RELEASE

Date: 11™ April 2013

Hong Kong Model European Union 2013

We cordially invite you to attend the first inter-university Hong Kong Model European Union organized by
the European Union Academic Programme Hong Kong (EUAP), with the kind assistance from the Office of

the European Union to Hong Kong and Macao.

A Model European Union is a simulation of political decision-making processes in the EU, conducted
regularly for students of European affairs in the European Parliament in Strasbourg and a number of

universities and non-profit organizations around the world.

In the Hong Kong version, students from four universities (Hong Kong Baptist University, the University of
Hong Kong, the Chinese University of Hong Kong and Lingnan University) will simulate the spring session of
the European Council, i.e. the meeting of Heads of Government of the EU member states. The main topic
on the agenda will be a discussion of the “Europe 2020” strategy of the Union regarding climate change
and energy sustainability, therefore major planks of global cooperation and EU-China relations in the

decades to come.
Event Details

Date & Time: 13th April 2013 (Sat): 10:00 am — 7:15 pm
Opening Session: 10:00 — 10:30 am
Plenary Sessions (Simulation): 10:35 am — 7:15 pm

Venue: SWT 501, Shaw Tower, Hong Kong Baptist University (Please refer to attached map)

An interview session with the participants can be arranged upon request.

The event will be opened with a keynote speech by Mr. Vincent Piket, Head of Office of the European
Union to Hong Kong and Macao. Mr. Asad Beg, Head of Political, Press and Information Section of the
European Union Office to Hong Kong and Macao, will be acting as President of the European Council during
the plenary sessions.

The European Union Academic Programme (EUAP) is a consortium
of four universities in Hong Kong (Hong Kong Baptist University,
The University of Hong Kong, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
and Lingnan University), co-financed by the European Union. It is
designed to strengthen EU-Hong Kong relations through academic
waork and enhance the understanding of the EU.

This project is co-funded
by the European Union
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Aims of the Model EU

The Hong Kong Model European Union aims to educate Hong Kong students about current events and
salient topics in European politics and thereby contribute to a better understanding of the European

integration process and the Union’s external relations with Hong Kong and China.
What does the Model European Union offer to students and observers?

The Hong Kong Model European Union is an unprecedented opportunity to become familiar with the
complex decision-making processes in the European Union. The participants themselves will acts as Heads

of Member States in the discussion of future common policies of the Union.

A series of five preceding training seminars were held for the participants by the Model EU coordinator Dr.
Krzysztof Sliwinski so as to familiarize students with the topics of the debate and to hone their negotiation
and research skills. “These trainings have been intensive, so participants have worked very hard to prepare
themselves for the final simulation. Some have taken it to the ‘extreme’ - to the enjoyment of all of us
involved. After all, how often do you get to act as a Head of Government?” noted Dr. Sliwinski, Assistant
Professor of European Politics at the Department of Government and International Studies at HK Baptist

University.

The three best participants in the simulation will be awarded as “Outstanding Heads of Government” and
will also be able to visit European Union institutions in a week-long EUAP summer programme in Brussels /

Belgium.
Press Contact

European Union Academic Programme Hong Kong, Martin Ho (Programme Coordinator)
DLB 515, David C. Lam Building, Hong Kong Baptist University, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel. +852 3411 6599, Fax +852 3411 6588, E-mail martintcho@hkbu.edu.hk

The contents of this press release are the sole responsibility of the EUAP and cannot be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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