"Small-state influence in international organizations: the case of Slovenia"
(Lecture and book “Political System of Slovenia” synopsis)

According to its political system, in practice Slovenia ranks in all aspects among liberal democratic countries. On the other side, there are different sorts of meagre democracies: exclusive, non-liberal, delegation and patronising. Among non-liberal democracies we can find for example Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, Russia, etc. According to the Freedom in the World measurement, Slovenia is regarded as a free country yet with some measurements it can also be found lower down the scale (for example, problems with corruption). Although such measurements are not completely accurate, most of them rank Slovenia among the most successful countries in transition. But we have to bear in mind that, besides a consolidated democracy for political stability we should also consider inclusiveness, the capacity to include citizens in the decision-making process and the efficiency of the political system, that is the ability and capacity of the political system to resolve problems, to make decisions and implement them. The assumption for political efficiency is an established procedure and a rounded legal system; the existence of the rule of law is therefore one of the key elements of a stable democracy.

Since its independence in 1991, Slovenia has put in place all democratic institutions of state organisation, mostly undergone major capital rearrangements (privatisation, liberalisation, denationalisation) and achieved both of the starting objectives of new international involvement together with fulfilment of their criteria (entering the EU and NATO), while on 1 January 2007 has taken on the common European currency as the first country among the former socialist countries. Slovenia was also the first former socialist country that successfully led the EU in first half of 2008. During the transition the formation of the institutional framework followed, along with institutional reforms and the credibility of policies, stabilisation and destabilisation expectations as the legacy of former systems, the co-ordination between privatisation and restructuring and the influence of international and regional integrations on national policy. As a modern democratic country, Slovenia has a complex institutional structure with several special features. In addition, it has had to comply with the structural conditions of modern government at the domestic level as well as in the framework of the external environment. Certain structures had to be developed to successfully perform certain functions. The conception of embedded democracy is linked with the assumption that stable constitutional democracies are embedded in two ways: internally, the specific interdependence or independence of different partial regimes (elections, participation, liberties etc.) of a democracy ensure its normative and functional existence; externally, these partial regimes are fixed in different circumstances which enable democracy and protect it from external and internal processes and destabilising effects.

Lecture and book “Political System of Slovenia” (publisher SAMPARK Kolkata, India; authors: Marjan Brezovsek, Miro Hacek, Milan Zver and Simona Kukovic) presentation will present Slovenia as one of the leading former communist countries from Central and Eastern Europe to South Asian audiences. We would then proceed with the central part of the lecture. Lecture will put an emphasis on recent Slovenian history, on the independence struggle and event after the breakup from Yugoslavia, will draw on Slovenian political path in last two decades since gaining independence, with special emphasis on EU and NATO accession and integration process, and also main reform processes in Slovenia... We would also put a special emphasis on economic situation of Slovenia, especially with connection to other Central and Eastern European countries and on the attitudes of the citizenry toward EU as our "new" mother community. The lecture and book presents to the interested publics some of Slovenia’s constitutional regulation, as well as the organisation and actions of Slovenian authority. The description of the country’s democratic development highlights the weak points or democratic deficit and considers the possibilities of future development. We applied different methods when dealing with the mentioned subject among which transitional, modernisation and structural methods are worth mentioning. As mentioned, the book is intended above all for foreign publics; the authors hope it will stir up interest in Slovenia, its political system and development of Slovene democracy.
