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The economic & 
urban transformation of a city 
The Barcelona experience 
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Presentation Notes
The first reason is that Barcelona is the centre of a mega-region with easy access to marketsBarcelona with more than 1.6 million inhabitants is the capital of Catalonia (7.5 Million inhabitants) and is at the heart of a metropolitan area with almost 5 million inhabitants, accounting for 63.4% and 10.1% of the total population of Catalonia and Spain respectively. Barcelona is situated on the shores of the Mediterranean in the northeast of Spain and is the hub of a large hinterland that extends across the French border and is defined by the cities within 3 hours’ travelling time. Barcelona is one of the centers of this large hinterland or mega-region in Southern Europe: the Barcelona-Lyon Corridor as named by Professor Richard Florida. This mega-region is populated by 25 million people and with an output of nearly €1 billion in production ranks 16th and 11th in World in terms of population and wealth respectively.With regard to consolidated metropolitan agglomerations, the Barcelona Metro Area’s population is approximately a quarter of New York’s, yet larger than those of Boston, Montreal or Milan. Barcelona has a highly unusual asset: in a very small geographical area of only 5 linear kilometers it features a high speed train station, an international airport, a port, a trade fair and an important logistics zone. These excellent facilities combined with its strategic location and investment projects are consolidating Barcelona’s position as a logistics centre that is unique in Southern Europe. 



1. A City with a vision that shares ambition 
 

2. Location, location, location. Taking advantage of a strategic geographic position 
 

3. Connections, connections, connections, best infrastructures in southern Europe. 
 

4. Diversified economy focused in strategic sector s & entrepreneurship 
 

5. Exemplar management  of the public budget, and business friendliness commitment  
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Let us present to you 10 reasons why we think that investing in Barcelona is a wise move



6. Compact, dense city with an urban planning based on a mixture of uses 
 
7. We stimulate an economic  urban ecosystem that fosters innovation 

 
8. A city that takes risks and develops anticipation policies 

 
9. We work hard, and work together 

 
10.  A qualified workforce 
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11.   A city brand that adds value to the local businesses 
 
12.   Good competitive quality / price relation for doing business 
 
13.   More than 5,000 foreign companies in Barcelona that prove diversity, fidelity & satisfaction 
 
14.   Best European city in quality of life to attract and retain talent 
 
15.   A global city proud of its identity and singularity 
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